STATE OF MICHIGAN
BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
LANSING

May 23, 2022

REVIEW OF NOMINATING PETITION

JOHN MICHAEL MALONE
Nonpartisan Candidate for 3 Circuit Judge, Non-Incumbent Position

NUMBER OF VALID SIGNATURES REQUIRED: 4,000 signatures.

TOTAL FILING: 6,947 signatures.

RESULT OF FACE REVIEW: 1,348 valid signatures, 5,599 invalid signatures.

Total number of signatures filed 6,947
Jurisdiction errors (no city in county known by name given Less: 8
by signer, dual jurisdiction entry, jurisdiction name given by

signer does not align with address)

Address errors (no street address or rural route given) Less: 2
Circulator errors (circulator did not sign or date petition, etc.) Less: 10
Signature errors (no signature or incomplete signature) Less: 13
Number of signatures on sheets submitted by fraudulent- Less: 5,566
petition circulators

TOTAL 1,348

Staff reviewed each petition sheet submitted by Mr. Malone. During that review, staff flagged
each sheet which was signed by a fraudulent-petition circulator. For additional information on
sheets submitted by fraudulent-petition circulators, see Staff Report on Fraudulent Nominating
Petitions.

In total, staff’s review of Mr. Malone’s petition sheets identified 5,599 invalid signatures and
1,348 facially valid signatures, which dropped him below the 4,000 signature threshold and
rendered him ineligible for the ballot.

Signatures from the following fraudulent-petition circulators were included in Mr. Malone’s
submission:

Davon Best 237 signatures
Antonio Braxton 185 signatures
Nicholas Carlton 732 signatures
DeShawn Evans 268 signatures

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING ¢ 1ST FLOOR * 430 W. ALLEGAN °* LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
Michigan.gov/Elections * 517-335-3234




Jehvon Evans 151 signatures

Corey Hampton 183 signatures
Jonell Hampton 201 signatures
LeVaughn Hearn 157 signatures
Danyil Lancaster 435 signatures
Ryan Snowden 710 signatures
Stephen Tinnin 594 signatures
Diallo Vaughn 80 signatures
Yazmine Vasser 217 signatures
William Williams 1,416 signatures

5,566 signatures

In addition to issues common with fraudulent-petition circulators in general, staff identified
specific factors in this petition set. First, in several sheets circulated by Stephen Tinnin,
numerous voters listed their jurisdiction as “Brownstone Township” rather than the actual name,
“Brownstown.” In several instances, the names of the voters themselves were also misspelled:
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This substitution of “Brownstone” for “Brownstown” was identified across dozens of sheets and
hundreds of signatures.

Additionally, consistent with other drives, staff verified that several of the purported signers had
either not lived at the address listed on the petition for several years or had been cancelled with
several appearing on one sheet:
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The individuals on lines 3, 4, and 9 were all cancelled 2017, 2018 and 2021 respectively.

Notably, on the above petition sheet, line 8 was purportedly signed by Charise Anderson. Ms.
Anderson is Mr. Malone’s challenger in the primary election. The signature purporting to belong
to Ms. Anderson does not match Ms. Anderson’s signature in the Qualified VVoter File or on the
Affidavit of Identity Ms. Anderson filed with the Bureau.

CHALLENGE: Jeffrey David Hillman challenged the nominating petitions submitted by Mr.
Malone, alleging that 5,890 signatures across 620 petition sheets were invalid. Mr. Hillman
challenged sheets circulated by Davon Best, Antonio Braxton, Nicholas Carlton, Jehvon Evans,
Corey Hampton, Jonell Hampton, LeVaughn Hearn, Danyil Lancaster, Ryan Snowden, Stephen
Tinnin, Diallo Vaughn, Yazmine Vasser, and William Williams as fraudulent. The challenge was
not processed, because the circulators challenged by Mr. Hillman were the same circulators the
staff had already identified as fraudulent-petition circulators in its own review. Mr. Hillman also
challenged signatures circulated by William Buchanan, Aida Burns, Diana Curry, Adam Herrell,
Leslie Holpe, and Kevin Wiley. Challenges to these sheets were not processed, because the staff
had already determined that Mr. Malone did not meet the threshold for certification to the ballot
based on the staff’s initial review.

Mr. Malone responded to the challenge, alleging that the challenge was insufficiently precise and
that no statutory basis exists to level challenges against a circulator’s fraudulent activity in lieu
of a challenge against the genuineness of individual signatures.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Determine petition insufficient.




